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longstanding divide between 
owichans - the Native and The good and the bad of this week in Cowichan 
11 our weekend paper - one 
ler, not so much. This we don'tThis we like:at both the Cowichan lntema­

'al and the reserve dog control How about two women from
 The ongoing make-a-threat-ge!-the­

Cowiehan getting roles in the same day-off routine at Cowichan schools is 
on local reserves, one that American network television series? .. wearing very thin. 
:rritory. How about the odds of those same Perhaps the school district can fol­
'e seen so far on this issue, two women having gone to the same low the same concept put forth during 
;hould be working together elementary school together? discussions to extend spring break. 
llal problem. Congratulations to Ali Liebert and For every hour of class time missed 

Anna Mae Routledge for carrying for athreat, keep the entire student body19 TV this week, Natives and 
after school for an hour to make up for it.Cowichan's artistic torch high.:king out the film festival, tak­

Peer pressure in that circumstanceWhat agreat inspiration for localsltural sharing that made NAIG 
may go a long way.following in their footstepse-

Ali Liebert plays Nikki tile biker dick in Harper's Island. 

han residents asked for new way to tax
 
ity needs to look at serious property tax reform, their first report, due on May I, in time to
 
but they had no idea which way to go. .be included in this year's budget. Their
 

Councillor Ruth Hartmann suggested a Prop­ final recommendations are expected after
 
erty Tax Restructuring Committee ofcitizens the SUl11lller.
tPaperffhird 
to study and advise council. With AI Siebring Although Catalyst taxes stimulated theanagement publicly 
the only negative vote, they decided to form the council's actions, the committee's concernorth Cowichan to might be tough on real estate sales ifpeople,nine-person committee to examine the many is much broader. The final recommenda­lfion mill's property 

e~1JeGially retired folks, defer selling the fanlilyvexing problems inherent in property taxation. tions, or at least the parts the council likes, willj per cent, council­ home and buy asmaller residence on which theyCouncil decided the mayor would chair be incorporated into the new Official Commu­.have spent a lot of may have to pay a higher property tax. 
ove. weeklyTuesday meetings - not to guide the nity Plan setting taxation ground rules for the 

There is the difficult to administer idea ofthinking ofthe committee members. Adminis­ next five years. At this point the committee isnust confiml a bud­ tax shifting, giving tax reductions to "greener"trator Jim Dias and treasurer Mark Frame attend asking North Cowichan residents to submit theiring the tax rates for people, those with smaller carbon footprints,as resource persons. taxation ideas to Walker.lfeed the municipal- those who can afford to drive electric cars and. The six councillors are excluded until after the Acouple ofyears ago Ontario went through a 

It 
input about taxing and spending, especially in the organized manner
 
and informed public debate may even follow. However, the buck will
 
ltely be accountable to voters.
 
From the right Saturdays in the News Leader Pictorial.
 

use solar heating.sinlilar exercise. The Tory opposition wanted to 
But who then plays God and decides who ishold assessment increases to five per cent a year, 

greener and who is browner?but equal assessment adjustments have little 
North Cowichan's committee is neither simpleeffect on the amount oftaxes paid. 

nor perfect but in these uncertain times it pays toAt the same time the NDP suggested what some 
involve public expertise and opinion in matterscalled a "freeze till sale" system, similar to Nova 
that affect their future.Scotia, which prevents aperverse tax system 
, Good luck Mayor Walker and council.from pricing established residents, especially old 
Got atip oracomment? E-mail me at dmamC@!hmI\CfJpeople, out oftheir homes. NDP assessments 

would change only when a property is sold This 


