
in the business already for 10 years. You know, I was pretty late to start in the industry.
 
But now I would never trade growing up on Vancouver Island for starting television
 
earlier. It was such an amazing place to grow up.
 

I think for most Canadians of a certain generation there's a spooky aspect to the
 
landscape out there, too, which is the direct result of so many episodes of The X­

Files and The Outer Limits being filmed there. Were you a fan of either of those?
 
I watched The X-Files, not religiously, but that's one of the reasons that the executive
 
producer, John Turletaub, picked BC to film Harper's Island. We shot around Bowen
 
Island and it does look totally spooky.
 

Tell us a little bit about your character.
 
I play Nikki Bolton, who's the bartender. Abby Mills, played by Elaine Cassidy, is the
 
lead of the show, and she returns to Harper's Island after being away for seven years,
 
and I'm basically one of her old friends from high school. I had a lot to draw on, she's a
 
good old island girl- she's not very fancy, but she's really a loyal friend. I really liked
 
playing her.
 

This is the first series of its kind, a gory slasher-type story made for TV. Do you
 
think it' an important step in TV evolution?
 
Yeah, I definitely agree with that and I think that it'll get going and start to get really
 
exciting. I hope that people stay and watch it. I certainly know everyone in my home
 
town, in Duncan, watched the premiere. That was awesome.
 

Was this your first slasher?
 
Yeah, definitely. I do mostly quirky comedies and stuff like that and I'd never actually
 
done anything in the horror genre before, but I had a lot of fun.
 

The premise of the show involves people slowly being killed off one by one. How
 
long does your character last?
 
I can't tell you. I'd be sued!
 

There are a lot of pretty spectacularly gruesome deaths in the show. Any idea
 
what hers will be like?
 
I can't really say anything on that. All I can say is that literally it did feel like being on
 
Survivor, because we didn't know form one episode to the next if we were the killer or
 
were going to be killed. We didn't sign any contracts saying anything, it was basically
 
we got the script and-I'm so bad, I would just flip to the end to see if I survived or not­

but it was really exciting.
 

Were there bets among the cast as to who the killer was?
 
Yeah, there were definitely bets going, and I was very surprised when I found out.
 

What type of roles would you say you go up for the most?
 
I've played a lot of bartenders, sort of quick-talking, sarcastic, sassy broads. I also play
 
a lot of secretaries and assistants ... perky, quirky, helpful blonde people. It just seems
 



..
 

like I've played a lot of those types of characters, as I get older hopefully I'll be able to
 
play some cops and teachers and people with cool jobs.
 

You were on The L Word a few years back. Who did you play there?
 
It was actually my very first television role. I played a girl in a club. It was a very small
 
role and I was very, very nervous, but all the ladies were really nice to me. I had food
 
poisoning the night before, so I showed up and just thought if I could make it through
 
the day without puking I'll be a hero.
 

What did they have you do?
 
I had to rap to Sir Mixalot's "I like big butts" in front of 200 extras. Dead silence, me
 
rapping. It was a really interesting first day on set, I can tell you that mUCh. It was quite a
 
show.
 

And all things continuing to go well, what kind of work do you want to be doing in
 
the future?
 
I did an indie feature this year with Sook Yin Lee called The Year of the Carnivore, and
 
had an amazing experience with that. I would love to do more indies actually. It was so
 
great, so collaborative and creative and I just loved the characters. I haven't found many
 
films where I really enjoyed that process. I'm a method actor and I love acting and
 
studying the craft of acting, and anything you can really sink your teeth into is just an
 
actor's dream.
 

Harper's Island airs Thursday nights at 10pm ETIPT on CBS 
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