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Ali Liebert had anomadic childhood that took her to a number of citles and towns around B.C. 

·.INTERVIEW 

B.e.actress is everybody's girl·next.door
 
Brought up a nomad, Ali Liebert has found 
a home on the big and small screens 
BY RANDY SHORE 
VA~COUVER SUN • A BRIEF HISTORY 

Whim your starbegius to rise. OF ALI LIEBERT
 
everyone wants·a piece of One-episode wonders
 
you.
 

The list ofB.C. locales vying to be Dead Like Me (2003)
 
Ali Liebert's hometown is as long as The LWord (2004)
 
your arm. Vancouver, Burnaby, Sur­
rey and Bowen Island could all make 5ive Days to Midnight (2004)
 
a case. But so could Campbell River The 4400 (2004)
 
and Duncan. Ali is the girl next door
 
to everyone. Huff (2004)
 

"My dad moved around a lot when Cold Squad (2005) 
1was younger. he was. kind ofa com­
puter genius for paper'mills," said. Robson Arms (2007) 
the busy'young actress. "So my Blood Ties (2007) 
brother [Jeff] and 1were mill brats." Psych (2008) 

She could always tell when it was 
time to move again because her par- The Secret Lives of Second Wives 
ents wou.ld come to he·r room (2008) 
together with the news. "I would Two-episode trips
just start wailing." . 

Happily; most of the moves were .Young Blades (2005) 
over by the'time Liebert was eight Killer Inst.inct (~005) 

"I grew up mostly in Duncan:' she 
said. "We moved there when I was Whistler (2006)
 
in Grade 3." Liebert's acting career Regular work
 
started long before that, though,
 
playing the part of Mary in the Intelligence (2006-07)
 
Christmas pageant at Vancouver's K~le XY (2008)
 
Graham Bruce elementary while she
 
was still in kindergarten. Harper's Island (2009)
 

It did not go well. The baby Jesus The big screen 
met an unexpectedly tragic end that Helen (2008) 
day when Liebert fumbled the infant 
- fortunately playec/ by a resilient The Breakup Artist (2009)
 
Cabbage Patch Doll-and sent him Year of the Carnivore (2009)
 
tumbling off the stage. The impact
 
when Jesus's plastic head landed Hardwired (2009)
 
made a resounding "thwack" sound.
 

"The kids were really cruel," she 
recalled in an interview from her 
West End home. "The older kids Liebert landed the role ofNikki on 
teased me a lot." the B.C.-shot Harper's Island, which 

Despite the trauma, "It didn't stop premieres on CBS on April 9. But 
me." Her first serious swing at the that was only the start 
.performing arts came a bit later, . She also was cast in two feature 
doiI).g theatre at Frances Kelsey sec­ fIlms in 2008 - The Breakup Artist 
.dndary school in Mill Bay and and former MuchMusic VJ Soak-Yin 
'singing in local music festivals. Lee's Year of the Carnivore - both 

She studied musical theatre at the due to be released this year. Liebert 
Can'adian College of.'Performing has just finished work iIi Maple 
Arts in Victoria before moving to Ridge on a direct-to-video film, 
Vancouver in 2002. Hardwired, with Cuba Gooding Jr. 

Liebert picked up small roles in and Val Kilmer. 
The L Word and Dead Like Me near­ "As of right now I've finished 
ly right away. and slowly built a everything, so rm looking for a sub­
resume in locally shot TV produc­ let in Los Angeles fOf-another pilot 
tions before getting regular workon season," she said. 
Whistler, Intelligence and Kyle KY. Her recent run of success has not 

Hungry for more and bigger roles, yet made Liebert choosy about her 
Liebert moved temporarily to Los work. Acting on stage just didn't 
Angeles during pilot season last provide the level of terror required 
year. A ton ofcasting is done in Hol­ to keep ner out on the edge. 
lywood during the first few months She played tomboy Anybodys in 
of the year and it pays to be in the West Side Story at Edmonton's 
right place at the right time. Citadel Theatre four years ago. 

JaCkpot. "I like acting out of town, because 

you are so isolated in the world of 
your character," she said. ''You don't 
really have to be yourselfor anyone 
else." . 

Though you get to .stay in cliarac­
ter and work continuously, it's the 
same each day, she said. Same lines, 
same place on stage, same every­
thing. "But I love living out of a 
hotel," she declared; . 

At 27 and just tasting suc'cess, 
Liebert can~ardlyafford to be ~ pri­
ma donn:r.,· No, no, no ... no, she 
said, obvio,!sly weighing in her 
mind the consequences of such fol­
ly. "I've seen it backfire:' 

Actors are often surrounded by 
lights, machines, cameras and at 
least a dozen technicians and cam­
era operators, most within a few feet 
of where they are standing trying to 

act n.atural. The acting part takes 
only a few seconds while the cam­
eras are rolling. The rest of the time 
- which,1s most of the time ­
Liebert just tries to keep to herself 
to stay focused for the next fe~ sec­
onds of acting. 

"I used to be like a puppy and try 
to make everyone like me and be 
friends with everyone on set, but 
you can't really do that," she said. "1 
don't really worry about being coo!." 

Soak-Yin Lee's indie fIlm set was 
the place Liebert felt most at home, 
making something completely new. 

"It was great and it was so collab­
orative," she said. "With feature 
films, you just have more time for 
the shot, for everything:' 

Liebert loved the experimental 
nature of Year of the Carnivore. 

"Soak-Yin is su-ch a braniac and I 
think her script is so funny," Liebert 
said. "I love the characters and the 
story." 

Though watching Lee work got 
Liebert thinking about.a11 the possi­
bilities ofworking in the mm indus,­
try, she isn't ·ready to try her own 
hand at being a braniac, er, director. 

"I'm just concentrating on my act­
ing right now." 

And watching and learning. 
rshore@vancouversun.com 
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For more teleVision and movie coverage, 
go to vancouversun.com/entertainment 


