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Island’s secrets remain well-kept

HARPER'S ISLAND: Cast is as much in
the dark about plot as the audience

enerally when an actor takes a role in
Ga TV series, they get an idea about how

long they'll be around. But when two
dozen Vancouver actors were cast last year
in the mystery series Harper's Island (10 p.m.
Thursdays, Glabal, CBS) they were as much
in the dark about their tenure as the view-
ers.

“You ended up fteeling like you were on a
reality show — you hoped you wouldn't get
voted off," says Ali Liebert, who plays bar-
maid Nikki, childhood friend of troubled
Abby Mills (Irish actor Elaine Cassidy) wha's
back on the island as a guest at a posh week-
end wedding.

Wedding guests and island locals are mys-
teriously killed off one by one over 13
episodes, and even now cast members are
under a gag order about how and when they
made their Scream-esque exits. As the show
airs its fourth episode this week, Nikki and
hot-tempered island fisherman Shane (Van-
couver's Ben Cotton) are still drawing breath.

“We would get the scripts at the end of each
episode — nobaody had anything in advance,”
says Cotton, whose character made his debut
in the pilot episode with a barfight. Filming
happened mostly on Bowen Island, with
UBC's Cecil Green House doubling for a high-
end hotel.

“You'd get the script on Priday to start shoot-
ing on Monday," says Cotton, "People would
read the scripts right there and then, you'd
go | gotta know what happens next, not even
just for yourself but for everybody. One night
we shot probably a 15-hour day on Bowen.
We got on the little boat to come back over,
vou couldn’t see anything so it was lit up by
cellphones, everybaody still had to keep read-
ing. Every minute, somebody would shout
out ‘page 15.""

Glen Schaefer

ON MOVIES

Everyone was on their best acting behavior
thinking that maybe the writers would keep
them around. They did tell us not to take it
personally because they had the story script-
ed out. It took a couple of episodes to kind
of go, ‘OK, I'm going to enjoy it while it lasts."

In the second episode, Liebert’s real-life
high school pal, actor Anna Mae Routledge,
made her exit when her character was found
hanging from the rafters of her island home.
Liebert’s Nikki found the body,

"Anna Mae was a trooper, she had to hang
on the hamess for a long time,” says Liebert.
The two actors had last co-starred togeth-
er more than 10 years earlier in a produc-
tion of Oliver! at Mill Bay's Frances Kelsey
secandary school. “1'd never seen her onset
until now," says Liebert. “T wished she'd last-
ed a little bit longer, but someone's gotta

0."

The characters played by Cotton and Liebert
are still alive as the show heads into its fourth
episode this week. When we last left Cotton'’s
Shane, he was in the small-town jail after
having tried to kill the guy he thought was
responsible for that hanging death.

“He’s short-tempered, the kind of guy who
will instigate the bar fight,” says Cotton of

Nikki Bolton (played by Ali Liebert) manages a bar on the island, and Shane Pierce (played

by Ben Cotton) is an island fisherman on the CBS series Harper's Island. — susmiTTED PHOTD
slightly trashy island girl, not that I'd know
anything about that.”

More recently, Cotton and Liebert just

“I had a fake tongue ring and a fake nose
ring. | wear a leather jacket and some pret-
tv mean butt-kicking boots,” savs Liebert,



